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TAGS: MPOL, PGOV, PINS, LY, EG 

SUB J : LIBYA-EGYPT: QADHAFI'S MOTIVATIONS 

LARGER QUESTION TO WHICH WE CAN STILL FIND NO FULLY SATIS- 
FACTORY ANSWER IS WHY QADHAFI DECIDED TO MOVE AGAINST 
EGYPTIAN BORDER POST ON JULY 19. EGYPTIAN FORCES HAVE 
BEEN IN PLACE FOR ALMOST A YEAR DURING WHICH PERIOD QADHAFI 
DISPLAYED CONSIDERABLE CAUTION, CONTINUALLY SEEKING MEDIATION. 

WE WOULD SPECULATE, HOWEVER, THAT FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS 
MAY HAVE INFLUENCED HIM: 

A) QADHAFI'S PERCEPTIONS OF INTERNAL EGYPTIAN SITUATION 
PROBABLY CONSIDERABLY DISTORTED PARTICULARLY FOLLOWING 
JANUARY RIOTS IN CAIRO. IMPELLED BOTH BY REPORTS FROM 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TRIPOL 00957 241206Z 

EGYPTIAN DISSIDENTS AND HIS OWN WISHFUL THINKING, 

HE MAY WELL HAVE CONCLUDED THAT EGYPTIAN FORCES WOULD 
NOT SERIOUSLY ENGAGE BROTHER LIBYANS; 

B) QADHAFI WELL AWARE OF GENERAL ATTITUDE OF 
CONTEMPT OF NEIGHBORS AND OTHERS FOR HIS ARMED FORCES 
WHICH ARE USUALLY CHARACTERIZED AS OVERARMED, UNDER- 
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MANNED AND TOTALLY INEFFECTIVE. HE MAY HAVE DECIDED 
IT WAS NECESSARY TO PROVE THAT THEY COULD BE 
OPERATIONAL (WHICH INDEED HE HAS); 

C) INTERNAL PROBLEMS (I.E., REPORTS OF GROWING 
OPPOSITION TO REGIME) MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN A FACTOR. 
EXERCISING HIS ARMED FORCES, HE MAY HAVE THOUGHT, 
WOULD UNIFY THEM BEHIND HIM AS WELL AS RALLY GENERAL 
LIBYAN PUBLIC TO HIS FLAGGING LEADERSHIP. 

D) QADHAFI MAY HAVE MOVED TO GIVE DIRECT WARNING TO 
"FRIENDS OF CHAD" THAT HE WOULD USE FORCE TO PROTECT 
LIBYA'S BORDERS. EGYPTIAN PRESENCE WAS NOT TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY UNTIL QUESTION OF MOROCCO, ZAIRE, EGYPT 
AND SUDAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CHAD AROSE. 
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